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A DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE STATE OF THE FABRIC

Rainwater Disposal System

Chancel

The gutters and downpipes on the chancel were extensively
repaired, with sections being renewed, during this last
quinquennium. Their condition therefore is excellent though
it may well be that it would be appropriate to repaint them
again during the coming quinquennium. This time has not
yet come however. They should be cleaned out regularly
as part of normal maintenance. All round the base of the
chancel walls there is a dished channel made of bricks discharging
towards the north-east and south-east gullys. There are
two important things which ought to be done here. Firstly
the rubbish and debris currently in the dry ara should be
removed as part of routine maintenance. Here this also
includes foot stones, grave vase supports and the like which
are leaning against the east wall of the church. Similarly
the gullys should be cleaned. Secondly during the last
quinquennium some repointing was done between the bricks
of this dry area but unfortunately a little more is necessary
again now. During the inspection it was impossible to examine
the drains in any detail though there was no reason to think
other than that they were reasonably satisfactory. It would
however be a useful exercise to rod them from time to time
and make a plan showing precisely where they run.

Rest of the Church

Water from the tower roof discharges through 1lead gargoyle
chutes and this is a perfectly normal and orthodox means
of disposing of the rainwater. Throughout the rest of the
building there are no gutters:' and downpipes and the eaves
simply drip, the upper ones -onto the lower roofs below,
and the lower roofs into a concrete channel all the way
round the base of the walls. Whilst wundeniably the best
means of discharging water from roofs is by gutters and downpipes
this pre-supposes that those gutters and downpipes are cleaned
out and generally maintained on a regular basis. If that
necessary and regular maintenance cannot be carried out
however it is better to allow the eaves, as at present, to
drip onto the ground below. FEven this however relies on
two things, one that the windows and walls below the eaves
are watertight and the other that the water having got to
the ground is conducted quickly and easily away from the
hase of the walls. Generally throughout the church it has
to be said that a great deal of glazing work is necessary
and that most of the walls require repointing, but this
is discussed in more detail below. The channel all round
the base of the walls is in fact not quite wide enough.
When there is no wind blowing it does collect the drips
from the eaves in most places. But it is also clear that
water on occasions at least, drip outside the channel.
Quite extensive areas of the retaining wall at the side
of the channel need repair. This ought to be done during
the coming quinquennium and, when it dis done, if possible
some modifications could perhaps be carried out to advantage.
Some repointing of the bricks in the channel itself is needed.
On the west side of the porch on the day of theinspection
there was a huge lake because presumably of a blocked drain.
The rest of the dry area seemed to be draining fairly well.
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and that the ry area L : : p
g?°§222§ll maintenance. During:the dinspection it was 1:posstgle
to examine the drains. There is no evidence other :n
they work satisfactorily (except that west of 'the poz? )
but they should nonetheless be rodded out from time Eot i:e
and as a longer term thing it would be -useful to plo be
drains and put rodding eyes over them SO that they can be
cleaned much more easily than is currently possible.

It is dimportant however

Roofs
Chancel

The tiled roof has been stripped and relaid during the last
quinquennium and, with the exception of perhaps a couple
of tiles which ought to be replaced because they have cracked,
the roof is in good condition both outside and in. A new
lead flashing with soakers was put in at the west end of
the roof where it abuts the east wall of the nave and this
is a great improvement.

Rest of the Church

A1l the roofs on the church are covered in lead. These
lead roofs have clearly leaked in the past and have in consequence
been treated with a bituminous substance. _Unfortunately
this treatment will only have a limited effect and at the
same time has reduced the scrap worth of the lead to something
very much less than it would otherwise have been. Much
of the Ilead, especially on the nave roof, is slipping badly
and consideration should not be given to its being entirely
stripped and relaid. Of all the roofs this is in the worst
condition though. the releading of the aisle roofs and the
porch cannot be said to be very much less urgent. With
carefull lead burning repairs it might be possible to extend
the lead on all the roofs for a 1little longer yet though
this is by no means certain with regard to the nave. Hopefully
this will enable other parts of the strucure to be discussed
below to be repointed first. As a general principal, and
all other things. being equal, I would prefer to think that
repairs could first be done athigh level gradually working
down to the ground. So, for instance, it is preferahle to
repoint the east side of the tower before stripping and
relaying the nave roof rather than the other way round.
As a result men would not be working on the tower above what
would then be a newly laid roof. Similarly I would 1like
to think that the pointing and glazing work necesary to
the clerestories could be done before the 1lead roofs of
the aisle below them. At the present time most of the serious
leaks through the roofs seem to be confined to the nave.
At the south-east corner, coincident  with the place above
the sheets of lead have slipped, water is getting in. Again
below the slipped sheets all along the south side the inéress
of water had lead to a breakdown in the render of the window
reveals. Though internally there do not seem to be any very
serious examples of beetle attack I was unable to climb
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up to any of the roofs to look at them in detail. There
is evidence of water penetration throughout but it is difficult
to know whether it represents a continuing problem or is
the sympton of something. which no longer obtains. The state
of the lead externally suggests that there may in . fact be
some leakage albeit insufficient to cause  drips to. drop
to ground level.

Walls: Structural Condition

Chancel

During the last quinquennium the whole of the south side
was repointed, the east side was repointed above the Ilevel
of the springing of the principal east window together with
some repairs further down, and some patch pointing was done
on the north side. Some incidental repairs and repointing
remain to be done but nowhere are these. particularly serious.
What T have in mind here is some repointing at ground level
and elsewhere in  very limited ways, the replacement of one
stone just above head height in the flushwork on the face
of the central. buttress on the north side etc.  Though small
if these were done now they would probably save quite an
expense in the long term. Also it is dimportant to remove
the moss and other vegetation currently on the outside walls
in a few odd places and then to keep the walls free of vegetation
as part of the general maintenance of the building.

Rest of the Church

During the last quinquennium the east wall of the nave above
the chancel roof and the whole of the west face of the tower
together with the adjacent buttresses were totally  repointed
and some masonry repair carried out. These areas are now
in excellent condition. With regard to the rest of - the
church it unfortunately has to be said that to a greater
or lesser degree it all requires repointing. Some fairly
extensive masonry repairs also need to be carried out.
The highest priority, and perhaps the most expensive, is
to deal with the remaining three sides of the west tower.
If, as seems likely, these three sides need to be subdivided
further into phases then I would give priority to the east
side. This is not only because flints can be seen laying
on the adjacent roofs having fallen from the tower but also
because this side really must be repointed before any of
the roofs, and especially the nave roof, are stripped and
relaid, In any case the repointing of the whole tower must
be complete before the bells are rung again.. The next priority
must be to deal with the north and sSouth nave clerestories
(and to deal with reglazing in those clerestories as noted
below) and, if possible, they should be done before the
gorth and south nave aisles are stripped and relaid. Then
it is a question of carrying out and repointing all the
way round the aisles and porch and I suggest that the necessary
masonry repairs and reglazing (the latter noted below) is
de;lt with at the same tine. Fortunately once the work
gets to this level of priority it can be done on a ' bay
by bay' basis, that is scaffolding can. be raised say from
one buttress to the next, the wall between repointed, the
massonry renewed as necessary and the windows reglazed.
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Walls: Decorative Condition

Chancel

In the chancel fairly extensive render repairs have been
carried out recently and these appear to be satisfactory.
The next thing is to relimewash the interior and instructions
have already been given for this to be done. :

Rest of the Church

For some reason the plaster has been stripped from the inside
of the south porch and from the base of the tower, and in
both cases this is most unfortunate. As a long term improvement
I would like to suggest that both be rerendered and subsequently
limewashed.  Elsewhere in the church most of such damage
as exists is to the low part ‘of the internal render. This
is especially so at "the ‘south-west corner' of the south aisle
as one would expect on seeing such a lot of water lying
externally. There dis no point in rerendering being done
until such time as the drainage problems externally can
receive attention. A number of windows leak and these leaks
are having an adverse affect on the internal render. . Similarly
the nave roof clearly leaks, especially over the south side
where the heads of the clerestorey windows, and adjacent
to them, damage can be seen to be occuring. Again there
is no point in carrying out repairs. to the render in the
window reveals until such time as the roof itself can be
stripped and reldid. In the Ilonger term I would look to
the limewashing of the interior but this must have a low
priority.

‘Tower Roof and Tower Internally

When the west side of the tower was repaired during this
last quinquennium the angle turrets were also repointed
at the north-west  and south-west corners, Repairs were also
carried out to the small roofs of these turrets. - Flsewhere
on the parapets there are odd open joints which woul&‘benefit
from being repointed but _howhere are these serious. Apart



from some minor maintenance repairs now therefore they can

in general wait until such time as each of the remaining

three sides of the tower are repaired. As and when the

north and south sides of the tower are eventually scaffolded

I should 1like to think that « the gargoyle chutes to these

sides respectively should be lengthened considerably. The

leadwork itself is reasonably sound and ought not to reduire

attention for some time yet, especially if it is carefully

repaired by lead burning as and when the need arises. It

can see no evidence that such are . currently necessary.

Repairs are necessary to the flashings, especially inside

the northern parapet. The tower roof must be swept down

now and kept clean hereafter as part of general maintenance.

Some repairs are also required to the door out onto the

roof from the spiral staircase. It needs new hinges which

ought then to be painted, the door itself out to be either

renewed or probably more likely simply cleaned down and

treated. The belfry louvres® require some modest repair

and then should be totally netted over to stop the ingress
of pigeons. The inside of the tower has been cleaned out
recently and it is a pity that it is fast becoming filthy
again simply because pigeons and other birds are able to
get inside. The western louvre was both repaired and netted
in® the recent work to the west side of the tower and this
should be copied on the other three sides. Repointing is
necessary ‘inside the tower in various places but especially
at high level in the belfry, around the window reveals whichhave
been hacked to allowed the bellframe to be put in, and some
repointing is also necessary on the various staircases.

On. the east side of the tower especially, and most particularly
at silence chamber level, there are some quite serious cracks
in the structure. Most of them are near vertical and it
is, I believe, dimportant ‘that these be carefully grouted
up and pointed over at the same time as the east side of
the tower is repaired so that work can be done to the cracks
concurrently from the outside and the :in. The bells have
temporarily been taken out of the bellframe as a safety
measure and are stored locally. The bellrame itself is
in poor condition and is said .to be incapable of repair
to enable bell ringing to be carried out in - future. The
current proposal: is that it be entirely removed and replaced
with a new frame. The: ‘tower roof seems to ‘be 1in fair
order from the underside (though I was unable to climb up
to it) and I suggest that nothing be done to it until such
time as eventually the lead is stripped and relaid from
the outside. The silence chamber floor needs to be cleaned
and once this is done it may well be found to require repair.
The medaieval windlass is in a very poor condition but if
?n the process of rehanging the bells it can be preserved
in whole or in part I should 1like to think that this is
done. As an eventual improvement when .the bells are rehung
I would like to think that the former . ringing gallery (for
which there is still the mediaeval entrance off the spiral
staircase) could be remade.
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Floors and Floor Monuments

Chancel

i i i tiles.
In the chancel there are somz verythilninlglcizgizﬂ s
All appear to be in good order 5
needingp renewal is a strip of stone ungerne?th ;h:e ai;is
rails and about 4" wide. 'S deterlorat}ng ik 4
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i i moisture and on the other a i
felt ks be to stop dampness getting

evaperation of

felt has been laid, presumably
into a kneeler. This inhibits the normal i
and forces the rising damp ‘into
it to breakdown. This

moisture from the floor
the 4" strip which in turn causes
then ought to be replaced. The roofing felt should be removed.

Rest of the Church

Throughout the church there is a mixture of wood blocks below
the pews in the nave and Victorian tiles elsewhere with
stone flags in the :porch and pamments under the tower. Some
modest repairs need to be carried out in various places
but nowhere are these particularly serious. A few wood
blocks need to be refixed down. One or twotiles need levelling.
In the longer term the wood blocks could perhaps be sanded
own and even polished but there is no point in thisbeing
done until the nave roof has been repaired and water. no
longer drips on them.

Doors and Screens
Chancel

The priest's door was cleaned down and the ironwork painted
on it recently and its® condition therefore is good. :

Rest of the Church

The outer gates on the south porch need i
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coming towards the end of its useful 1life and when i% o
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